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Read in conjunction with the Curriculum Policy, Effective marking and Feedback, 
Assessment and Behaviour Policies. 
Rationale 
There is a statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), which 
sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five. 
The framework is mandatory for all early year’s providers in England, which includes 
all maintained schools and those on the early year’s register. 
Victoria Drive Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) supports pupils from the age of 5 years with 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties (SEMHDs), this includes pupils in 
EYFS. As the pupils are beginning to learn within a formal education environment, 
the first outcome of identified support would be to provide outreach interventions, in 
their mainstream school, directly with the pupil and staff to develop nurturing, 
inclusive strategies. However, due to complex needs or circumstances some EYFS 
pupils attend Victoria Drive PRU and therefore, require access to the EYFS 
framework to overcome their barriers to learning. Furthermore, some pupils 
attending have significant gaps in their early development and are learning below 
their chronological age. 
Principles 

 Unique Child 

Victoria Drive PRU supports pupils with SEMH in the EYFS to become 
confident, resilient, capable and self-assured learners. This involves an 
effective referral process to gather information from school and home to 
support the pupil and implement appropriate strategies and resources to meet 
a variety of needs. 

 Positive relationships 

Pupils learn to be independent and confident learners through understanding 
positive relationships. Therefore, at Victoria Drive PRU we aim to foster these 
relationships by ensuring consistency in the staff members that support the 
child, including the Guide that brings and returns them. Furthermore, 
communication between home and school must be regular to retain shared 
working together for these young pupils. We emphasise the importance of 
positive communication and use of language to build relationships. 

 Nurturing environment 

Pupils who have been referred to Victoria Drive PRU in their Reception year 
require a nurture approach to overcome their barriers to access learning. This 
involves pupils having time at the beginning of the sessions to eat something, 
play and talk to the adults and other children. They require responsive 
learning to their needs and interests to make them feel safe. This often 
involves personalised resources, 1:1 learning support and a free-flow 
classroom environment. Furthermore, a home corner is accessible for pupils 
to use role play to guide their understanding of ‘home life’ and make sense of 
their world. Special time is built in to celebrate personal successes and events 
such as birthdays or transitions between schools. Victoria Drive PRU is part of 
the Early Years Nurture HUB where staff working in EYFS share supportive 
strategies for their pupils. 

 Learning and Development 

At Victoria Drive PRU the learning is measured in the EYFS framework areas 
of literacy (reading and writing) and mathematics (number only). However, 
through a nurture based environment and approach the prime areas underpin 
the teaching and learning for these pupils. This includes communication and 



language; physical development; and personal, social and emotional 
development. For example, regular learning opportunities take place outside 
using physical activities, social skills games are played to focus on key areas 
such as turn taking and targets are used from the Boxall profile to support 
personal, social and emotional progress. Whilst the final areas of 
‘understanding the world’ and ‘expressive arts and design’ are not explicitly 
assessed these areas are woven into the activities taught especially through 
messy play. 

 Importance of play 

Play is embedded throughout the sessions and staff are experienced at using 
play to reengage pupils when they are dysregulated. Play can be linked to 
termly whole PRU topics and a role play area is created to support this 
exploration of the topic. Additional resources can be chosen by the child to 
make them feel safe and engage in activities for example, a cuddly toy to join 
in with listening to a story. Furthermore, pupils have access to regular 
movement breaks where they can play social skills games supported by an 
adult to build up a ‘game resource bank’ to apply to new social situations. We 
emphasise the role of being an active learner and slowly developing 
independence. 

Monitoring and review 
This policy will be approved by the Headteacher and PRU management board. It will 
be regularly monitored reviewed by the Deputy Headteacher. 
 
Head Teacher ………………………………………………………. 
PRU Management Board ……………………………………………………… 
 


